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Copyrightsand Creative Commons license
The license used here makes 7 important provisions.
You are free, indeed encouraged, to do the follgwin

- Copy, print, distribute, display, and teach fromafpmaterials in any way you wish.

- Make changes for your own use and for distributmothers.

« Make any sort of non-commercial copies, ministrgies, or personal copies, from any
Spark material, without further notice.

Under the following conditions:

« You properly cite the original authors of the metieyou find here. Pages on
www.vernacularmedia.org without a clear authorspuld be cited to
vernacularmedia.org on your copies.

« You must retain the BY-NC-SA license on your copésaterials copied from
www.vernacularmedia. (You must not trample the cams))

« You must not change the license. (You must not &tea the commons.)

« You must ask for permission for use of Spark matewutside of this list. (You need
permission to take work out of the commons.)

By Spark Team
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LEOPARD PLAYSDEAD

Note to the reader: words and phrases typical e§tfrica are retained and indicated by italics.

Leopard was very hungry. In fact, it seemed tgaivas always
hungry, for Leopard was now very old. He couldammger hunt well
for his food. What could he do to keep from stagvio death? Then
Leopard had an idea. He knew what he would do.

Leopard went and rubbed himself against the bddydead
animal so that the bad smell was on him. Then éat\and lay down.
He lay very still. Soon the flies swarmed around.hWhen the other
animals saw him they rejoiced, for he had eatenyno&ttheir relatives
and friends during his lifetime.

"Ayah! Leopard is dead," said Squirrel. "But it is gdor us that
Leopard is dead for he has eaten many of us. Mangamy sisterall
two, went inside Leopard.”
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"Yes," answered Red Deer. "Leopasich my ma and ate her and
| myselflack small to die. Leopardherun after myself and my brother.
He catch my brother and sodaught chanceto run. Huh!For trueit is
good for us that Leopard is dead."”

Soon many animals stood around gazing at Leopard.

"Then Bush Goat spoke. "Leopard vilag man to we animals. It
IS not proper to just let hirme so. We must have a funeral and bury
him."

"For true," agreed the other animals.

"Yes, and we must have a funeral feast," said Goat

So they planned who would bring food, who wouldlcavho
would dig the grave, who would stay by the bodyome went to
prepare the funeral feast. Others went to geteds@and diggers to
make the grave. Raccoon stayed to sit up withodusy.

Suddenly, Leopard jumped up, grabbed Raccoon abdigd him
up.

When the others returned and found nothing, tissymed that
someone had already buried Leopard and so thewgrsthome again.
Leopard did this several times.

One day Clever Rabbit was among the animals whondo
Leopard. They began to discuss who would prejeréetast, who
would get the diggers, who would dig the grave, @hd would stay by
the body.

"Look!" exclaimed Rabbit. "The end of Leopardig just
twitched. Dead leopard's tails do not twitch."

Now, leopards never can keep the very end of thé# still. It
has been that way since one time when the monlkexy$ €opard by his
tail up in a tree. But that is another story.

So, Rabbit took a sharp stick. He gave Leopdrdrd jab with the
sharp stick. The tip of Leopard's tail moved again

"Look!" cried Rabbit. "Dead leopards do not makeir tails.
Leopard is fooling us. Get away quick!!
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Rabbit and some of the animals ran away. Otlads 4t is only
the twitch of death. So they went to plan the fahfeast while one
animal stayed with the body.

Again, when all had gone, Leopard suddenly junygednd ate
him.

The moral of this story is, "Those who make lighgood
warnings must suffer the consequences." The anwvels warned by
Clever Rabbit, but did not listen. God has givermany good warnings
in the Bible. We need to listen to His warnings ao what He tells us.
2 Peter 2:5 tells us that Noah was a preachegbfeousness and
warned the people of the coming flood, but theyrttllisten. These
verses in 2 Peter 2:4-9 and 3:3-10 warn us abeutdming judgment
on the world. We must listen and be ready.
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