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Copyrightsand Creative Commons license
The license used here makes 7 important provisions.
You are free, indeed encouraged, to do the follgwin

- Copy, print, distribute, display, and teach fromafpmaterials in any way you wish.

- Make changes for your own use and for distributmothers.

« Make any sort of non-commercial copies, ministrgies, or personal copies, from any
Spark material, without further notice.

Under the following conditions:

« You properly cite the original authors of the metieyou find here. Pages on
www.vernacularmedia.org without a clear authorspuld be cited to
vernacularmedia.org on your copies.

« You must retain the BY-NC-SA license on your copésaterials copied from
www.vernacularmedia. (You must not trample the cams))

« You must not change the license. (You must not &tea the commons.)

« You must ask for permission for use of Spark matewutside of this list. (You need
permission to take work out of the commons.)

By Spark Team
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The small boy must take care
of the ducks and chickens.

REMEMBER THE DUCK

“Lizard would like to sit down but his tail willat let him.”

Onebig man (important person) was living in a fine big
house. He lived there by himself but there were p&ople
working for him. He had one man who worked in hiogise.
This man cooked for the big man and kept the holesn.
Then there was orsmall boy who kept the yard and garden
clean. Also there were some chickens and soméigqe/hite
ducks that the small boy was supposed to look aftdrfeed.
Thebig man was very proud of those ducks.
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Don‘t bri ng
that sling
herel

Aan-

Thissmall boy had one fine sling. He did not sling stones
very well, but he liked to practice.

Thebig man soon saw that none of the windows in the
house were safe while thahall boy had that sling in his hand.
The ducks were not safe either, nor the chickems far that
matter neither were the people.

So thebig man told him, "Now,small boy, you must never
bring that sling with you when you come here. Year me
good?"

"Yah, | hear you old pa (term of respect)." So treenall boy
would always leave his sling in some bushes neatisn he
came to work.
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These are your jubs....

The time came when theeg man had to go away for a few
days. He called the cook and #meall boy to tell them what to
do while he was away.

The cook’s facéell down when the big man said to him, "
want the whole houdini clean from top to bottom when | get
back." He did not like to hear about all the whekwas
supposed to do.

Then he told themall boy, "While | am gone | want you to
pick all the weeds out of the garden and throwatiuthe stones
also."

So the big man went away on his trip.
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He sfu,.ng the !
Jar'grﬂ stone.

Now all that work in the garden was very hard drasun
was very hot. It was hard to throw those stonkthalway over
the fence for the garden was large.

So he thought, "I will go and get my sling. | czamsily
sling the stones over the fence with it. | carcpeca by trying to
hit the fence posts or that plum (mango) tree."

In less than a minute he had the sling and wagialy
stones way past the fence. Zing - thuikad'fine. 1 hit the
tree." Zing - Zing "Aw-w-w, Not so good." Zinghiink. “Aha,
fine too much." Soon with all that practice he could hit thg bi
mango tree just past the fence almost every time.
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Then he found another stone. It was really togeldo be
slung. But he would try. It would require muchide. He
swung the sling around his head several times awd i an
extra hard snap as he released it. It seemed thas going to
hit the tree; but no, it just missed the tree.tiesstone whizzed
by the tree, the biggest of the white ducks stepgd And do
you know what? The stone hit the duck right inhlead.
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Ty
Ty -

The duck squawked, turned, fell down, and rolledro Its
big feet kicked a few times and then it lay veri}.st

That smalbpikin (child) was plenty scared. He ran to the
duck. He picked it up. He tried to make it stamdts feet, but
it was no use. It just fell over. The duck waadle

What to do? Look all around.

Nobody around.
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Quick, bury the duck in the garden.
Get the shovel from the tool shed.
Dig! Dig! Dig! Make a big hole.

Put the duck in the hole.
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Push the feet /

down/. ..

Pile up the
Dirt /

Oh! the hole is not quite big enough.

Push the feet down.

Pile up the dirt.

All covered up.

Still nobody around. Whew!

Better put the shovel away in the tool shed.
Still nobody around.
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He thought, "I had better go back to work in tiaedgn."

But as he passed the kitchen door the cook cameithua
big bucket.

"Go get this bucket full of water for me," sakgetcook.

"That is your job. Get it yourself," retorted thimall boy.

"l say,” replied the cook, “that it is your jobdmuse | saw
what happened to the duck. Tdld pa will be plenty vex if |
tell him all about it. Go and get the water!"

So thesmall boy went and got the water. He came
staggering back up the hill with the huge bucké#tdtiwater on
his head.

1.0 y...]
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C|€C1I"'.T_h8 f oor

The cook said, "Now get down and scrub that kicth@or
good-o."

"But that is your . . . ."

"Remember the duck. I'll tell thatd pa all about what
happened if you do not clean that floor rgedd-0."

Soon the cook had that small boy doing most ofu@Ek.
He had to do so much of the cook's work that hédcoat do all
of his own work. But whenever he would refuse¢bek would
just say, "Remember the duck."

Every day he had to help the cook clean. Thegnad the
whole house from the top to the bottom. Thathe,dmall boy
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Pound the rice !

Bring water!
Sweep the yard//

cleaned it, for the cook mostly sat around drinlecoffee or tea.
He kept scolding the small boy for being slow aawy/|

Remember, sin is a hard taskmaster. Romans ¢:%4ps,
“... am a person who does what is wrong and damn not my
own boss. Sinis my boss.”

Then one day thieig man returned from his trip. He was
happy to find the whole houé@i clean. But he wondered why
the small boy was so helpful to the cook. He wasgs
carrying water and scrubbing the floor for the codle did not
even have time to pick weeds or to cut the grass.
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Thebig man went out to see the garden. There were still
many weeds in it and stones were all over the gar@é/hat
has that boy been doing while | was gone?” he waadle

As he looked around he saw something strangeuck'sl
feet were sticking up out of the ground.

"Aha, | think | am beginning to understand sonmmagfii he
muttered to himself. “Now I'll just wait a whilend see what
will happen."

Now thatsmall boy was really suffering. That cook just
kept him running all the time. But one day whenas
carrying about the tenth heavy bucket of watehdgan to
think.

e e
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"Why should I let the cookuffer me so? | will go and tell
the big man about the duck. If hsacks (fires) me, | will only
lose my job, but | will be free from that cook. hi¢ beats me, |
already know that one, for my father has beat meymianes
before. | must be free from that cook!"

So, even though his knees were shaking, h¢ avehtold the
big man everything. It was very hard, but he told all atdoow
hard it was to throw the stones over the fenceyfetting the
sling, about hitting the mango tree, but then mgshe tree and
hitting the duck, and how the duck could not stapcgain, and
burying it in the garden. Finally he had told gxiking about
his big trouble, even how the cook had seen whatampened
and made him do all his work.
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[ forglwe you.

.'llﬂ.

To his surprise the big man said, "Thank you étlirtg me
the whole thing. | knew the duck was dead, buahted you to
tell me about it yourself. You disobeyed me, but yyave
confessed it like a man. Now | forgive you. Gg dibig hole
so the duck can be buried properly. Thendink business can
finish."

Happily the small boy ran out to the shed to getghovel.
As he ran by the kitchen the cook called out to.him
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I'm free/ Free)

"Hey! small boy, bring me water."

"Bring your own water!"

"Remember the duck."

"Theold pa knows all about the duck. | told him
everything! The duck businessisfini. | am free from you! Go
get your own water!"

And off ran the small boy tfni bury the duck. He was
FREE! HE WAS FREE!! FREE!"' FREE!!!!

Like the cook in the story the devil is a hard taasOur
sins give him power over us. And the small boyried the
hard way that he was not his own boss. Someoerehald
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Remember the Duck

power over him because of what he had done. usslike John
8:34 tells us, “... For sure, | tell you, everyomieo sins is the
servant of sin because sin has a hold on him.”

But, as the small boy discovered, there is a way bJohn
1:9 says, “If we tell Him our sins, He is faithfahd we can
depend on Him to forgive us of our sins. He wiltka our lives
clean from all sin.”

© 1997, 2003 David A. Naff

All scripture quoted is taken from the HOLY BIBLEEW LIFE VERSION,
Copyright © 1969, 1976, 1978, 1983, 198 istian Literature International, PO
Box 777, Canby, OR 97013. Used by permission.
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