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Copyrightsand Creative Commons license
The license used here makes 7 important provisions.
You are free, indeed encouraged, to do the follgwin

- Copy, print, distribute, display, and teach fromafpmaterials in any way you wish.

- Make changes for your own use and for distributmothers.

« Make any sort of non-commercial copies, ministrgies, or personal copies, from any
Spark material, without further notice.

Under the following conditions:

« You properly cite the original authors of the metieyou find here. Pages on
www.vernacularmedia.org without a clear authorspuld be cited to
vernacularmedia.org on your copies.

« You must retain the BY-NC-SA license on your copésaterials copied from
www.vernacularmedia. (You must not trample the cams))

« You must not change the license. (You must not &tea the commons.)

« You must ask for permission for use of Spark matewutside of this list. (You need
permission to take work out of the commons.)

By Spark Team
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HOW CAT LOST HISLONG NOSE

Note to the reader. Words and phrases typical e§t#frica are retained and indicated by italics.

Cat used to be a very handsome animal with a ibelaut
long nose, somewhat like some dogs or foxes. Whesreat
walked down the road all the lady animals wouldokdtim,
hoping that he would pay some attention to therh(at rarely
looked at any of the ladies.

One day Miss Rat came to visit her Uncle Squiikelw
Miss Rat was a very nice looking lady with soft sitiofur and
bright eyes. Cat saw her sitting on Squirrel'spga Cat
greeted Miss Rat and then passed on, but he kepirdang
that Miss Rat was indeed a fine looking woman.
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Finally Cat went to Squirrel and asked if he wosipeak to
Miss Rat for him about marriage. Squirrel agreeddeak for
him and so went to talk to Miss Rat on behalf of.Ca

"Well," said Miss Rat, "Cat is a very pleasanttgEman
and very good looking too, except for his long nosl®w, if
only his nose were shorter | would agree to maimy. But |
could never marry a man with such a long nose."

So Squirrel went back to Cat. "My niece favorgmage
to you except for one thing," Squirrel reportechéSays that
she will never marry a man with such a long ndSe,what to
do?"

"Oh!" says Cat, "That is no problem at all. Thah easily
be remedied. | will be back in a few days."

Now Cat went down the street to the blacksmitihthbse
days blacksmiths did do some medical things likdmuteeth.

"Hey, Blacksmith," called Cat. "l have a job f@u to
do."

"Hello, Cat. What kind of work do you have for teedo."
"Well," says Cat, "Miss Rat says she will not nyarre
because my nose is too long. | love Miss Ratraatly want to

marry her. Soooo, | want you to cut off some of moge."

"Hi-yah!" yelled Blacksmith, I'be blacksmith. | no be
doctor-o0."

"O come now," begs Cat. "Thddctor business can be
long time palaver. | do not have time fadloctor business. |
want my nose to get short quick quick. So I coomgdu tofini
the thing one time-0."

"But this thing be too hard-o0." wailed Blacksmith.

"It not be hard thing," retorted Cat. "ltan be easy too
much. You just cut my nose off and put plaster thdteno be
heavy problem.”
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Cat tﬁ hI'S lnn
nose cgft shorl. g

"Ok," sighed Blacksmith. "You come back in twoydand
| will try."

So Cat went away for two days.

Now the blacksmith got everything ready. He sbagul
all his tools. He made sure that he had plenfyetoal. And
he found soméne fine plasters. When Cat came back two days
later, Blacksmith was ready.

“Hello Blacksmith," greeted Cat, "I have come tvé my
nose cut off."

"Yes, Cat, | am ready to cut your nose shorteplied
Blacksmith. "Now just sit down in this fine chéiere and lay
your head back. I'll just cut off your nose quggkck."”

So Cat lay back in the chair and Blacksmith heagdis
fire. He heated his tools very hot. Then he geabBGat's nose
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with his big tongs and cut off his nose. | mearctieit all off
up close to his eyes.

"EEYOWWW.," cried cat. "That hurt!"

"Of course it did," replied Blacksmith. But logkthis
mirror. Your nose is really short."

"Eeee! That is too fine," said Cat.

They put a big plaster on Cat's nose and he waneHor a
few days so it could heal up really well.

After a few days, when his nose, what little wefs of it,
was healed up nicely; Cat went back to Squirralissk to make
plans for the wedding feast.

When Miss Rat saw Cat, she was horrified. "Ois, ith
terrible. | wouldn't marry a man with a long nos¢ever, never,
never. But neither will | marry a man with no naell! All
the girls would laugh at me."

Cat was stunned. "But you promised," he criedu ¥aid
you would never marry a man with a long nose, lsad it cut
off."

"But you cut it alloff," she replied disdainfully. "Now you
are absolutely ugly! | can never marry you."

"Oh, | beg you," said Cat as he got down on his knee before
her.

"No way. Never, never, never," declared Miss Rat.

Now Cat was reallyex too much. He had gone to all this
trouble and pain for his love and here she wastieg Him. "If
you won't marry me," he threatened, "Then | will yau." And
he started to pounce on her.

Miss Rat wascary too much. She dived into a hole just
before cat could catch her with his sharp claws.
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l r.-.ri“ alweys be 2n enemy

of rat.

Cat vowed angrily, "Since yauffer me too much, I'll
never never never forgive you! | will always beearemy of rat.
| will always eat rat."

So, to this day all cats have very short nosesafirahts
chase and eat rats.

What was Cat’s problem? He wanted to please sther
didn’t he. He was thinking about how he lookedeasl of what
kind of a person he was. Here is what the Bibys sdoout what
Cat did?

"... A man looks at the outside of a person, hatliord
looks at the heart” (I Samuel 16:7).

"Do not make any cuts on your body ... | am thedl'o
(Leviticus 19:28).

i ]
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We should always be happy with the way God madands
not try to change ourselves into what other petiplk we
should be.

People will tell us that we should dress like tley look
like they do, walk like they do, go where they gi'e should
seek to be what God wants us to be. May peopleseenot
just the outward appearance but the fruit of GBgisit - Jesus
Himself.

Galatians 5:22,23a tells us, "But the fruit thates from
having the Holy Spirit in our lives is: love, jogeace, not giving
up, being kind, being good, having faith, beingtgeeand being
the boss over our own desires ..."

These things should fill up our lives and flow cub the
lives of those around us. They will make us thdbautiful as
God sees beauty. What happens inside us will shmothe
outside.

© 1997, 2003 David A. Naff
All scripture quoted is taken from the HOLY BIBLEEW LIFE VERSION,

Copyright © 1969, 1976, 1978, 1983, 198ristian Literature International, PO
Box 777, Canby, OR 97013. Used by permission.
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