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Copyrightsand Creative Commons license
The license used here makes 7 important provisions.
You are free, indeed encouraged, to do the follgwin

- Copy, print, distribute, display, and teach fromafpmaterials in any way you wish.

- Make changes for your own use and for distributmothers.

« Make any sort of non-commercial copies, ministrgies, or personal copies, from any
Spark material, without further notice.

Under the following conditions:

« You properly cite the original authors of the metieyou find here. Pages on
www.vernacularmedia.org without a clear authorspuld be cited to
vernacularmedia.org on your copies.

« You must retain the BY-NC-SA license on your copésaterials copied from
www.vernacularmedia. (You must not trample the cams))

« You must not change the license. (You must not &tea the commons.)

« You must ask for permission for use of Spark matewutside of this list. (You need
permission to take work out of the commons.)

By Spark Team
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SPIDER AND THE YAM-MOON

Note to the reader: Words and phrases typical e$t#frica are retained and indicated by italics.

Spider, as everyone knows, loves toteatmuch.
He is always hungry, but he hates to work andatesito
wait. Spider canndiear patience at all.

It was almost time to harvest the new rice. But
Spider wanted new rice nowspider's wife said the rice
should not be cut until the moon was full. But t&sv
moon still hung like a small sliver of light follang the
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sun down in the west every evening. Spider wad tfe
the old rice. He wanted sweet new rice how

Spider complained, "It is almost two weeks before
the moon is full. | want new rice now

Many people had already eaten all of last yemes r
They would go hungry until the new rice was reaulgut.
Spider should have been thankful to still have softhe
old rice left to eat until the new rice was readBut
Spider thought only of his owstomach.

Spider decided to hurry things up. He took a very
large white yam. He cut a round slice right outhef
middle where it was the largest. Then he climbeadto
a tall tree and hung the piece of yam on a high.lim

That evening Spider was sitting near the kitchen
while the food was cooking. As the sun was settiing
made the piece of yam shine bright and white. 8ol
Spider looked up as if in surprise.

"Look, Wife!” he called. “See! The moon is fullVe
must cut the new rice tomorrow."

Mrs. Spider looked up in surprise. It was toorsoo
for the full moon to be seen. Besides it did ook
exactly like the full moon.

One of Spider's sons also thought that the moon
looked strange. He took his bow and an arrow aasl w
about to shoot at the moon.
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Spider yelled, "Stop that! What is the thing yaoe
doing? Do you not know it is dangerous to shoaivar
when you cannot see where it will go?"

"Pa, I am only shooting into the bush. Nobody is
there."

"But ancient law of our ancestors is against shgot
arrow after it is dark. You will vex our ancestoiBut
that bow and arrow away," commanded Spider.

"It is not dark yet." The boy said and shot & th
moon.

The arrow hit the yam-moon. It broke into many
pieces. Everyone started to laugh at Spider.
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Spider's wife wasexed. She picked up the broom
and began to beat him.

"Fool!" she said. "Piece of yam cannot make rice
fulll"

She chased Spider through the town beating hifm wit
the broom. All the people laughed at Spider, amavhas
shamed too much.

How often are we too impatient for something®s It
not yet God's time for us to have it; but we carwait.
We do some foolish thing to try to make God do what
want. Psalm 27:14 tells us. "Wait for the LORI®; b
strong and take heart and wait for the LORD."
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Spider should have been patient, rejoicing that he
would soon have new rice. James 5:7-8 says “Bergat
then, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. See hbe t
farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable g@nd

how patient he is for the autumn and spring raivisu

too, be patient and stand firm because the Lomiisicg

IS near.” See also Romans 12:12 and Hebrews B®:1-1
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