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Copyrights and Creative Commons license
The license used here makes 7 important provisions.

You are free, indeed encouraged, to do the follgwin

« Copy, print, distribute, display, and teach fronafpmaterials in any way you wish.

+ Make changes for your own use and for distribut@others.

« Make any sort of non-commercial copies, ministrgies, or personal copies, from any
Spark material, without further notice.

Under the following conditions:

« You properly cite the original authors of the matkyou find here. Pages on
www.vernacularmedia.org without a clear authorgpuld be cited to
vernacularmedia.org on your copies.

« You must retain the BY-NC-SA license on your coppésnaterials copied from
www.vernacularmedia. (You must not trample the camsn)

« You must not change the license. (You must not #tea the commons.)

« You must ask for permission for use of Spark matewutside of this list. (You need
permission to take work out of the commons.)

By Spark Team
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Tom and John fight.

THE DEVIL GOESTO CHURCH*

Note to reader: Words and phrases typical of Wédsta\are retained and indicated by italics.

Tom and John were usually good friends, but when
they got drunk they could figiplenty-a They could fight
with each other or with anyone who might try teenfére.
They would usually go to drink together on pay day.
Then one or the other or both would be put inhatause
of fighting business

One pay day, after drinking plenty, they had oee/v
big fight. Anyone who tried to stop them was knedk
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"Tom | ljlou. go home §x

down. Many policemen came. They put John ingad
made Tom go home.

While he was in jail, John thought and thoughtwtbo
his life. He decided that there was no profitiumig this
way. John decided that when he got out of jalvbelld
go to church and look for God.

It was on a Sunday morning when John was let but o
the jail. He soon met Tom who said, "Come, legjos
and look for some fun."

John answered, "No, Tom, there is no profit imgo
that way. | am going to the church to look for God
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Twoe men were fighting, |
but the devil was

not there.
) o

Now Tom was angry when he heard John say that he
was going to look for God, so he said, "If you goéng to
church to look for God, | am going to go about &mydo
find the devil."

So, while John went to church to look for God, Tom
went around the rest of the town looking for theilde

Tom saw two men fighting. "Aha, here is where I'l
find the devil. Surely he will be here where thase
men are fighting."

Tom went close to them to watch. They beat omeac
other. They kicked and cursed. They hit each othir
stones. Tom did not find the devil there.
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The devil was not at the bar

Tom walked on. Soon he heaignty noise Some
people were making a bmalaver "Surely the devil will
be here” he said to himself.

Tom hurried toward the nois€lentypeople were
there. Some were yelling. Some were shaking frsg
at each other. Some were hitting each other. r®fast
stood and watched. Tipalaverwent on and on for a
long time. But Tom did not see the devil there.

Again Tom walked on looking for the devil. He
heard loud rock music. There was a bar. Someleeop
were there drinking. Some were drunk. One man was
fini drunkand was lying on the ground. Others were just

e e 2L
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¥ The rogue comes
¥ out witharadio
and a merey box.

e

= - I
drunk enough to talk all kinds of foolish thingSome
were cursing. There was lots of noise, but noldevi
Tom went around behind some houses that were near
the bush. Aogue(thief) was breaking a window to get
into a house. Tom stayed very still where he covdtth
theroguebut theroguecould not easily see him. Tom
was sure that the devil was not far away, but hadcoot
see him. Theoguewent in through the window. After a
few minutes, theoguecame back to the window and
looked around. No one was near that he could Biee.
came out of the window. He was carrying a finagad
and a box for keeping money. Still no devil. Thgue
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The man was beating his wife,
butl the devil was not there.
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looked carefully all around and then ran into thst
Tom also looked all around but he did not see thal.d

Then Tom said, "Well, | did not find the devil
anywhere around town where people were fighting or
palavering or drinking or stealing or doing many ba
things. | think | will go on over to the church asele what
John is doing. | will go and see what is going iothe
church."

When Tom got to the church it was late. He want |
and stood at the back. The preacher had starigckazh.
He saw John up front.
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The devi| mokes confusig
remearksr T3 fia Frﬂnu.piav‘-
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Tom looked all around. What do you know? There
he saw the devil close beside the preacher. Somesti
the devil would whisper something in the preacheais
The devil pinched a baby so it would cry loudly and
disturb the people who were listening. He sand\ystdta
man who was asleep so that he would stay aslebp. T
devil said something to some girls so they woulghig.
He whispered to some boys so they would poke each
other and talk. But mostly he listened very cdtefio all
that the preacher said. He would whisper to teagmner
to distract him.

When the meeting was finished, Tom went to speak
to the devil. "How comgou be here | have passed all
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*How come
I no see you
‘roun’ Town.~

e

around the town. mo seeyou. People fight - ho see
you. People palaver nlo seeyou. People drink -tho
seeyou. People dplenty bad thingand Ino seeyou.
How come Icatch you to the church house

The devil looked at Tom a long time and then said,
"Those people out there are already doing whatritwa
them to do. | do not need waste plenty timéhere. But
these people inside the church - tim@y'greefor my way.
So, | come here to try to disturb. An' | must wnehat
the preacher can say so | @aich it from the people's
heart | must hear what the preacher can say about me,
about God, about salvation. Then | can try tolgpail."
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Beware when you are tempted to talk, make noise or
disturb a church meeting. You may be doing exactly
what the devil wants you to do.

In the parable of the sower (Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23
Jesus speaks of the hard ground where the seatidyq
eaten up by the birds. He likens it to one wha$éae
Word of God but does not understand. In versed9 H
says, "...the devil comes and takes away thatiwivas
put in his heart ...”

Wherever the true Word of God is preached theldevi
will work to spoil it. The devil has some very gbo
helpers. They are "The cares of this world" ared"thsts
of the flesh". These also can take the Word of (eoich
our hearts and minds. Beware when you hear Gags t
Word for the deuvil is right there twatch itfrom your
heart.

*An illustrative story told by David Ricks of Kolinentown, Liberia in about 1987.

© 1997, 2003 David A. Naff. All rights reserved.
All scripture quoted is taken from the HOLY BIBLEEW LIFE VERSION, Copyright © 1969, 1976, 1978,
1983, 198&Christian Literature International, PO Box 777, Gan OR 97013. Used by permission
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